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Workshop Objectives  

● Understanding of youth voice in the 
context of human and child rights.

● Understanding of the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child.

● Knowledge of youth action/activism 
issues and related stakeholders.

● Understanding of how to access CRC 
educational resources.



Land Acknowledgement

We come to you from the contemporary and ancestral lands of the Anishinaabe and Dakota peoples of 
central Minnesota, the Naumkeag peoples of Salem, MA, and the Tongva people of Los Angeles, CA. In the 
chat, we have posted a link to find the native land you are currently located on. We encourage everyone to 
take a moment here to find the Native land you are currently on and type it in the chat.  

We would like to acknowledge the sacred lands where we work, live, teach, learn, and build community. We 
recognize the repeated violations of sovereignty, territory, and water that have impacted the original 
inhabitants of this land and celebrate the citizens of these Nations who live here today as well as their 
ancestors who have lived here for hundreds of generations. We recognize that there is much to be done to 
address the harm inflicted upon these individuals, communities, and lands. In this spirit, we encourage you 
to donate to a local Native land tax. 





Norms   



Reminders & Norms

Please mute 
mic when not 

speaking. 

Cameras on are 
encouraged.

Use the chat to 
ask questions 

and make 
comments.

Use the 
reactions 

emojis when 
your spirit 
moves you.

Reminders 

 



Warmup Question

Let’s see who we have in the audience. Raise your hand if 
you are in elementary ed? Middle Schools? High Schools? 

Higher Ed? Nonprofit?



First 42 seconds of video  https://youtu.be/6XXGF_V8_7M



What is the CRC?



CRC Intro Video



CRC: Principles and Features 
Notable
Features

Children have a right 
to know their rights 

(Art. 42)

Children have a right to 
voice their opinions and 

be heard
(Art. 12/13)

Children have the right 
to health, water, food and 

education
(Art. 24/28)

Four Core 
Principles

● Non-discrimination

● Devotion to the best 
interests of the child

● The right to survival and 
development

● The views of the child



The 3 Ps of Children’s Human Rights
Provision       Protection    Participation

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA

This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed 
under CC BY-SA



CRC: Key Dates 
1946: UNICEF founded

1948: Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) passed 
by the UN

1959: UN adopts the Declaration of the Rights of the Child

1989: UN adopts the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC)

1995: U.S. becomes a signatory of the CRC

2003: U.S. ratified 2 of 3 Optional Protocols to CRC on 
children in armed conflict and the sale of children, child 
prostitution and child pornography. 



Why hasn’t the U.S. ratified the CRC?
196 nations have – US is the only UN nation that has not! 

● Lack of education and awareness – people don’t know what it is or why it’s important! 
● Political infighting – signed but not ratified or implemented
● Children seen as property or objects, not rights holders
● Challenged as “anti-family” – but it’s not!
● U.S. falling behind on many child wellbeing metrics 

○ Children still sentenced to life without parole
○ 20% of children live in poverty or are food insecure
○ Among highest morbidity & mortality rates of any developed nation

● U.S. perspective of being “better” than other nations
● U.S. political system 
● Lack of investment in children and youth



Children’s Rights in the U.S.

● City and State resolutions 
● Governor Proclamations
● Organizations dedicated to promoting 

child wellbeing
● Voting age debate
● Laws and legal debates
● Youth participation 
● Media coverage 
● Child Friendly Cities Initiative



Why do we 
care?



Why do you care?



Break 
Question…
What has been your 

favorite or most 
impactful moment 
while doing human 

rights work?
 



5-MINUTE BREAK



BREAKOUT ROOMS 

Brainstorm
● How does CRC relate to current issues? (e.g. ballot measures, housing propositions, 

children at the border, healthcare, higher ed access, etc.)
● How can/does the CRC apply to YOUR learning/work environments?
● HOW have you seen young people take action?
● Are there other ways young people can take action? (Can also add to chat. 

-- e.g. identify stakeholders
-- develop questions for stakeholders

Child Rights & Current Issues



SHARE BACK





New Tactics in Human Rights Approach



Service-Learning Approach

From: National Youth Leadership Council





Child Friendly 
Schools Model   



Action recommendations / What can YOU do?

Let’s create a big list!



Personal Resolution & Commitment Statement

I, ________________________________________, commit myself to be a 
children’s human rights defender.  I believe that children are human beings 
whose rights to provision, protection, and participation should be defended.  
I commit myself to work diligently to respect young people’s rights in my 
words, attitudes, and actions.  I will inspire individuals, organizations, 
businesses, and political entities to learn more about children as rights 
holders and to help them to embed human rights into their policies and 
practices. 



CRC Toolkit and Digital Resources 



Resources: Training as Action Series, 2024-2025 -- Mondays at 7 p.m. ET

● Democracy and Youth Rights (panel discussion) -- 10/21 

● Trust Kids! Dismantling Hierarchy in Human Rights Advocacy -- 11/18

● A Children’s Rights-Lens to Youth/Human Rights Advocacy -- 12/2 

● Digital Citizenship & Human Rights in the Age of Disinformation -- 2/10

● Challenging U.S.-Centric Models, Building International Youth Solidarity -- 2/24

● Big Actions, Big Feelings: Practical Empathy in Human Rights -- 3/10

● Theory of Change: Designing Youth Spaces/Places in Human Rights -- 4/14



Thank 
You!

Evaluation/Feedback

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T2GBVZN


