Human Rights Educators USA-NJ Curriculum Integration Guide Project

LESSON TITLE:  Migrant Rights

RECOMMENDED GRADE LEVEL(S) FOR IMPLEMENTATION:  9-12 (HS)

INSTRUCTIONAL TIME OR CLASS SESSIONS REQUIRED:

2-3 days (45 minute schedule)

1-2 days (80 minute schedule)

LESSON AUTHOR: Kris Myers

AUTHOR AFFILIATION: Hunterdon Central Regional High School (Flemington NJ)

BRIEF DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY OF LESSON: 
This lesson exposes students to contemporary international migrations and their relationship to human rights set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  This lesson can be modified to address many different migratory themes, such as: international migration, historical accounts of migration/immigration to the United States, undocumented/illegal immigration, etc.  This specific lesson discusses the international migration of Middle Eastern and African people to Europe during the fall of 2015.
NJ CORE CURRICULUM STANDARD ADDRESSED IN LESSON:
A.  6.1.12.A.14.h   Assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the rights of the individual against the need for national security.
B.  6.1.12.A.15.f   Evaluate the effectiveness of United States policies and actions in supporting the economic and democratic growth of developing nations.
C.  6.3.12.A.2   Compare current case studies involving slavery, child labor, or other unfair labor practices in the United States with those of other nations, and evaluate the extent to which such problems are universal.
D.  6.2.12.B.5.c   Determine the impact of migration on the way of life (e.g., social, economic, and political structures) in countries of origin and in adopted countries.
E.  6.2.12.C.6.a   Evaluate efforts of governmental, nongovernmental, and international organizations to address economic imbalances and social inequalities.
F.  6.3.12.D.1   Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy.
COMMON CORE CURRICULUM STANDARDS REFERENCED IN LESSON:
1. CCSS ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.

2. CCSS ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.5: Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.
LITERACY DEVELOPMENT CONNECTIONS IN LESSON:
A. Completion of close reading 

B. Develop a proposal to address the human rights of migrants and the concerns of European countries due to the influx of Middle Eastern and African migrants. 

LESSON GOALS/OBJECTIVES—Students will be able to:
1. Identify the causes African and Middle Eastern migration.

2. Define key migration terms.

3. Critically read secondary sources about immigration and human rights.

4. Work co-operatively in groups.

5. Synthesize learned information into a formal writing assignment.

6. Analyze the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to determine the fundamental human rights of migrants.

LESSON METHOLODOGY AND PROCEDURES: 

Part I (Introduction to Undocumented Immigrants in the U.S.)
1. Prior to the lesson (homework the night before) or the beginning of Day 1, students will individually complete Part I of the Migrants worksheet:

a. What is a migrant?

b. Why would someone want to leave his/her country?

c. Should people have the right to move wherever they want? Why or why not?

d. Should a person’s circumstances or past history determine whether they are allowed to move wherever they want? Why or why not, explain.

e. Why would countries limit the number of immigrants entering their borders?

f. What possible problems arise when a country’s population suddenly increases?

2. When students finish answering the questions individually, they will create groups of 4.

3. Students will move desks to face each other.

4. In groups of 4, students will discuss their answers to the Part 1 of the Migrant Worksheet.

5. As students discuss their answers, the teacher will write the following terms on the board:

a. Migrant:

b. Immigrant:

c. Emigrant:

d. Refugee:

e. Asylum:

f. Illegal Immigrant*

g. Undocumented Immigrant*



*the last two terms may not be necessary for this specific lesson, 



however students may use these terms during the discussion, 



therefore it may be wise to define the terms.

6. The teacher will first ask students, What is a Migrant? 
7. The teacher will then ask the students to define/identify the terms listed above (a to g).  The teacher will ask the students to write the definitions in the space provided on the Migrants worksheet.

8. The teacher will continue to discuss the remainder of questions, from Part I (questions 2-6), with the class.  The teacher should tie in the historical examples of migration discussed in class as students discuss questions 2-6.  For example:

a. Can you think of historical examples of when people left their country?  

b. Why did they leave?  Where did go?  Why?

9. While asking and discussing the questions, the teacher may make reference to historical migration events throughout United States history, such as Irish immigration mid-1800’s, Southern and Eastern immigration in the early 20th century, and Latin American immigrants in the past 25 years.

Part II (Close Reading and Analysis of the UDHR)
1.  The teacher will pass out the reading about migrants.   For this specific lesson, the      

reading is Katherine Lackey & Kim Hjelmgaard’s article: 


“Why Europe’s Migrant Crisis is Surging Now.”  USA Today Online.  5 Sept. 
2015. Sept 2015.
2. The students will complete a Close reading of the migrant article. *Information regarding Close readings attached to this lesson.

3. The teacher will ask a variety of questions after students complete the reading.  A few suggestions for questions might be:

a. Where are people leaving?

b. Where is their destination?

c. Why are they leaving their native country?

d. Why are they moving to specific countries, what makes those countries attractive?

e. What is the difference between a migrant and a refugee?

4. The teacher will then pass out the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).

5. The teacher will give a brief overview/history of the document (if the students don’t know already).

6. The students will then complete Part II of the Migrant worksheet with another student in the class.  They will answer the following two questions:

a. Which UDHR articles address migrants or the issues and concerns of migrants?

b. According to the UDHR, are the actions, of the migrants in Europe, justified?

Part III (Solution to Migrant Crisis)
1. The students will assemble into groups of 4.

2.  As a group, the students will complete Part III.  Students will hand in one copy of their proposed solution.

3. The teacher will review the question and expectations with the students:

a. How can the European community respect human rights, and the UDHR, while creating a reasonable solution to this problem? In your answer address the following:

· Respect for the human rights of migrants and the human rights of citizens of European countries (final destination for Middle Eastern and African migrants).

· The acknowledgement of economic and social pressure placed on countries when large numbers of migrants enter at once.

· The responsibility (if any) of all European countries

· The responsibility (if any) of the United Nations

· The responsibility (if any) of the United States

· The identification of refugees from non-refugees

· The granting of asylum 
4. The teacher will ask a student from each group to come to the board and list the main ideas of the their group’s proposal.

5. The students in the class will evaluate each group’s proposal.

6. Students will hand in their proposal.

7. The teacher will have the student’s answer two final questions (can be an exit ticket):  What did you learn about the human rights of migrants?  Has this impacted your thoughts about migrants living in the United States? Explain your answer.
ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE:  
1. Formative: Questioning students throughout the lessons

2. Formative:  Questioning students about migrants 

3. Formative: Close reading/questions (Why Europe’s Migrant Crisis is Surging Now)

4. Formative: UDHR analysis

5. Formative: Exit ticket questions 

6. Summative: Part III, Group proposal/solution for Migrant Crisis in Europe

LEARNING RESOURCES: 

Handouts/Worksheets
1. Close Reading Strategies Worksheet

2. Worksheet titled: Migrants 

3. Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Sources/Readings
Lackey, Katherine & Kim Hjelmgaard.  “Why Europe’s Migrant Crisis is Surging Now.”  USA Today Online.  5 Sept. 2015. Sept 2015. 

See: http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2015/09/03/why-europes-migrant-crisis-surging-now/71631834/
EXTENSION RESOURCES: 
1. The teacher can create a Mock United Nations exercise and have students represent the nations involved, among others.  Each student could research a country involved and discuss the migrant crisis from the perspective of the leaders of that country.

MODIFICATIONS OR ADAPTATIONS OF THE LESSON FOR DIFFERENTIATED LEARNERS: 
1. English Language Learners (ELL) could discuss their native countries, the conditions there, and reasons for moving.  

2. ELL students could compare and contrast the experiences of Middle Eastern and Africa migration to that of their own.

3. ELL students could write politicians discussing the importance of recognizing international human rights set forth in the UDHR.

4. For classified students or ELL students, create a list of vocabulary words for the students to define, include pictures when possible.

Close Reading Strategies

1. Number the paragraphs

2. Chunk the text:  Draw a horizontal line between groups of paragraphs

3. Use codes to mark the text:


 Circle a word when you do not know its meaning


Underline when identifying main ideas or important parts of the text


?    Use a question mark when you don’t understand something


★  Star an item when you understand what is being said and/or you think a good 


      point is being made

4. Left Margin of the Reading:  Summarize what the author is saying--try to do so in 10 words or less.

5. Right Margin:  Summarize the deeper meaning/understanding of the text

· Use a verb to describe what the author is doing (describing, illustrating, arguing, etc.)

· Indicate the feeling/tone of the text by drawing a picture or using an emoticon 

· Ask questions that dig deeper into the text or what you are thinking as you read the text.
Name: _________________________________________________
Date: _______________________

Migrants’ Rights

Part I.  Answer the following questions individually, then have each group member share their thoughts and answers to the questions.  After everyone has shared their answers, summarize your group’s thoughts on a separate sheet of paper.

1. What is a migrant?

2. Why would someone want to leave his/her country? 

3. Should people have the right to move wherever they want?  Why or why not?

4. Should a person’s circumstances or past history determine whether they are allowed to move wherever they want? Why or why not? Explain.

5. Why would countries limit the number of immigrants entering their borders?

6. What possible problems arise when a country’s population suddenly increases?

Part II.  Complete the close reading: “Why Europe’s Migrant Crisis Is Surging Now.”  Next, read the UDHR and then answer the following questions:
1. Which UDHR articles address migrants or the issues and concerns of the migrants? Briefly explain how they relate to the issue of 

2. According to the UDHR, are the actions of the migrants in Europe justified?

Part III.  As a group read the question below, brainstorm ideas, then as a group write an answer. 
1. How can the European community respect human rights, and the UDHR, while creating a reasonable solution to this problem? In your answer address the following:

· Respect for the human rights of migrants and the human rights of citizens of European countries (final destination for Middle Eastern and African migrants).

· The acknowledgement of economic and social pressure placed on countries when large numbers of migrants enter at once.

· The responsibility (if any) of all European countries

· The responsibility (if any) of the United Nations

· The responsibility (if any) of the United States

· The identification of refugees from non-refugees

· The granting of asylum 

Simplified Version of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Article 1

Everyone is born free and equal indignity and with rights.

Article 2

You should never be discriminated against for any reason. Rights belong to all people, whatever our differences.

Article 3

Everyone has the rights to life, liberty and security.

Article 4

No‐one shall be held in slavery or servitude.

Article 5

No‐one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

Article 6

You have the right to be treated as a person in the eyes of the law.

Article 7

You have the right to be treated by the law in the same way as everyone else. Everyone has a right to protection against violations of their human rights.
Article 8

If your rights under law are violated, you have the right to see justice done in a court or tribunal.

Article 9

No‐one shall be subject to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

Article 10

You have the right to a fair and public trial by an independent and impartial tribunal.

Article 11

Everyone is to be presumed innocent until proven guilty in a fair trial. No one should be charged with a criminal offence for an act, which wasn’t an offence at the time the act was done.

Article 12

No‐one has the right to intrude in your private life or interfere with your home and family without good reason. No‐one has the right to attack your good name without reason.

Article 13

You have the right to freedom of movement within your country. Everyone has the right to leave a country and to return home.

Article 14

You have the right to seek and to enjoy asylum from persecution in other countries. You may not invoke this right if fleeing just laws in your own country.

Article 15

You have the right to a nationality.

Simplified Version of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Article 16

You have the right to marry and to raise a family. Men and women have the same rights when they are married and when they are separated.

Article 17

You have the right to own property and it cannot randomly be taken away from you.

Article 18

You have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and to peacefully express those beliefs in teaching, practice and worship.

Article 19

You have the right to freedom of opinion and expression.

Article 20

You have the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

Article 21

You have the right to take part in the government of your country.

Article 22

As a member of society, you have a right to social security.

Article 23

You have the right to work, to good working conditions, to equal pay for equal work and to form and join unions.

Article 24

You have the right to rest and leisure.

Article 25

You have the right to a decent life, including enough food, clothing, housing, medical care and social services.

Article 26

You have the right to an education.

Article 27

No‐one may stop you from participating in the cultural life of your community.

Article 28

You have the right to live in the kind of world where your rights and freedoms are respected.

Article 29

We all have a responsibility to the people around us and should protect their rights and freedoms.

Article 30

There is nothing in this declaration that justifies any person or country taking away the rights to which we are all entitled.

PAGE  
1

